Regulation 
could  bar 
fed  funding 
of  abortion 


WASHMGTON  (BP  and  local 
laporta) — Tbe  Thai^  admin- 
istndion's  U5.  Dqiaitmeiit  of 
Heahfa  and  Human  Services 
pnyoaed  a  regidation  May  iS 
mat  would  bit  Planned  m* 
endiood  and  other  orgmiza- 
tkma  that  perfonn  or  refer  fcir 
fed- 


abortioiiB  man  reoeivii 

end  moiiQr  through  the _ 

femQjr  planning  program,  ac- 
oordang  to  ne%v8  repo^ 

The  Protect  life  Rule,  as  it  is 
being  lab^ad,  would  be  a  step 
towiotl  a  longtime  goal  of  the 
pro-life  movemrat:  the  pubBc 
defund^ofthecoimttvsNo. 
1  abortioQ  provider.  Planned 
Parenthood  reportedly  re¬ 
ceives  $50-$6o  millioD  veariy 
in  Tide  a  money  amid  0543-7 
million  collected  in  gpfvem- 


CONCBETC  COMINO  >  VUodcers  for  CPS  Pools  and  Spas  in  Ttery  nish  to  taeuA  forms  May  1 
for  concrata  aprbns  around  tha  new.  Junior  Olympio^iza  swimmmo  pool  at  Cantml  HiMs  Ratraat 
Wart.  Tha  ooruaeta  was  poured  later  that  afternoon.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Parkins  Jr.) 


Central  Hills  making  big  splash 


ardty  ct  iha  Soutoam 
Cor‘.-«ntoa  wB  rol  out  fiB 
1^  GmdaStona  SaouPt 
Health  plan  during  tha  Juna 
1M3  SBC  sfiMjrt  mealing 
in  OMm,  WNhanfoNmantto 
begin  July  1.  Mirorters  and 
churchaa  can  visit  Guida- 
9loria.org/SaciaaHialtolnlo 
to  aigr>  up  to  lacahrt  amalB 


BUVNULmST  SEXUAL 
ABUSE  MNaMDAUAS 

QPaAS(BP)-SaKuol 
abuaa  and  aasault  wB  be 
auhlacli  of  a  panel  dfecur 
aion  cotwaned  by  the  Ethics 
B  Ptigious  Ubaity  Comnaa- 
Sion  (BRO  on  toe  eve  of 
the  annual  maadng  of  tha 
Soutoam  Bsptirt  Corwantion 
Juna  12-13  irt  Mha.  ERLC 
wB  aponaor  a  ocrwaMteien 
on  soma  of  aodaiy's  hottert 
lopicaduringQos^Sanial- 
ity  In  a  aMbm  CuBute  at  9 
pm  on  Juna  U  in  Sadmarrn 
E  F.  and  G  of  tha  Omni 
Hotel  inOiite.  rindhti  nil 
dfecuaa  hgw  toa  Gaapal  of 
Jssui  teadaa  tosChrisian 
viaw  of  such  subfacti  not 
only  »  srtortl  amault  abusa 
and  haraasmart  but  demaa- 
t|c  <dalancs.  ponxigmphy. 
and  MldBity. 


Evangelism  taskforce  completes  report 


FORT  WORTMr  Tanaa  (BP)  - 
Wi^hl^(yaiofcat■^j;■iBg*a^^^ 
wave  of  evangelirtfe  partion,* 
the  Southern  Bapdat  Cboven- 
tkm  (SBC)  evangeoam  task  tone 
haa  finalfeed  Ita  rafiranmawri^ 
tiooc  to  die  conveadoQ  and  wfli 
relaaae  them  a  week  before  the 


SBC  animal  meeting  in  DaBas 
neat  moodL 

The  tadi  force,  appointed  tart 
June  by  SBC  Pleiadent  Steve 
Gafawa,  senior  partor  of  Bdtavue 
Omidi  in  sdbuiban  Mcmphta, 
bald  Ita  ditad  and  final  meeting 
Mqr  14-15  at  SouthwartesnScmi- 


r  in  Fort  Worth. 

D  addklon  to  adopting  Us 


the  19  menfocr  group  etacted 
Southern  Senolnaiy  adminis¬ 


trator  Adam  Oteenwtor  ,41  vfee 


•aa  avisNoeLigM  on  p.  a 


WRAPPtelQ  Up  Tha  Southern  Bapltat  Corwantion  (SBC)  avarv 
galism  teak  force  unanimourty  adopted  recommendations  for  its 
firwl  report  to  toe  2018  armuaf  meeting  in  Daias  in  a  few  weeks, 
durmg  a  May  14-15  maaing  at  Southwartam  Sammary  in  R. 
Worth  (BP  photo) 


Nashville,  Tennee*®® 


Playing  for  Keeps 


M  came  in  the  fourth  grade  Wyie 
playing  marbles  wiOi  other  fel- 
lo«vB  who  were  advanced  in  years  and  \  1 

ouite  obviously  advanced  in  die  art  of 
shooting  martnes.  - 

Otir  teacher  Mrs.  Bovrtin,  had  CM 

Bottenvdnd  or  this  misbehavior  and 
decided  to  draw  a  large  drde  *  Mods 
looked  like  a  marble  ring  -  on  the  M 

blackboard,  asking  us  boys  to  pledge  to  HHuKa 
play  for  fon  and  not  for  keeps. 

Mrs.  Bowlin  gave  us  our  mat  lecture 
on  the  ills  of  playing  marbles  for  keeps.  Do  not  , 

She  said  things  1^,  "It’s  not  right  to  get  Sports  betting  is  playing  for  keeps 

marbles  from  another  follow  w^out  rather  than  plajang  for  fon.  It  has 

giving  him  something  in  return.*  She  always  been  around,  but  to  make  such 
spoke  about  loving  tne  odier  follow  and  behavior  legal  in  our  beloved  state  is,  to 
not  taking  advant^  of  his  inability  to  unconscionable.  Our  gifted  young 
play  wen.  You  know.  *Do  unto  others  people  need  to  be  encouraged,  but  not 

as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you*  to  become  pawns  on  which  to  bet.  Al- 
(Matthew  7:12). 

I  remember  how  it  hurt  me  to  lose 
two  cat-eyed  beauties,  and  it  hurt  me 
when  I  won  an  old  chipped  marble 
someone  had  placed  in  the  ring.  I 
thought  about  returning  it  tome  law¬ 
ful  owner,  but  he  was  going  to  throw  it 
away  anyway.  We  were  just  young  boys 
learning  lesrons  that  would  stay  with 
us  for  a  lifetime,  so  I  signed  my  name 
in  the  circle.  I  never  played  for  keeps 
again. 

Now  we  learn  that  in  our  bdoved 
state  we  will  soon  have  legal  sports  bet¬ 
ting.  Can  you  imagine  the  great  tempta¬ 
tion  placed  on  young  college  athletes  to 
accidentally,  on  purpose,  oiop  a  pass  or 
miss  a  free  shot  just  because  someone 
they  know  has  a  wa^  on  the  game  or 
has  bet  on  the  game  being  close  as  op¬ 
posed  to  a  ‘runaway*  victory? 

We  were  little  bc^  with  marbles  in 
our  pockets,  but  now  young  hopefuls 
can  be  tempted  to  be  unfrdr  because  a 
youngster  m  their  fomily  does,  in  foct,^ 
need  a  new  pair  of  shoes. 

Years  ago,  I  pastured  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Delta  whm  great  temptation  to 

Semighty  MfraSnippL  I  have  roun- 
sded  vdth  those  who  nave  lost  more 
than  any  human  being  jshovdd  lose.  I 
have  looked  into  the  eyes  of  the  kger 
who  must  now  foce  hfo  fomily  with 
tragic  news. 


6u99t  opinion 

with  Oan  Robertson 


Holy^rounaa 
or  ifieeting  hall? 


lovdna  gambling  vrillpoison  sports  and 
the  vduM  it  teaches  (nortlderaey.com). 
I  love  to  cheer  for  my  fovortte  team,  not 
for  a  point  spread! 

I  love  those  Bulldogs,  Rebds,  and 
Golden  Eagles.  Ipray  for  all  athletes 
as  they  play  for  the  love  of  the  game.  I 
cannot  imagine  j^cing  such  a  stum¬ 
bling  block  m  front  of  our  honieto%vn 
fomites.  Sports  betting  should  never 
be  sanctionra  by  God-foaring  Mississip- 
pians.  Sometim^  I  think  we  are  about 
to  lose  our  marUes! 

Robertson,  chair  of  the  ChriMtian 
Action  Commission  if  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  u  the  transitional 
pastor  at  Friendship  Church,  Sturgis. 
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Baptist  leaders  speak  out  on  domestic  violence 


iagalb«i«a]Dl9ikaQy,*sa^  and  keqpinft  in  mlDd 

Soi<bCarofin«|WBtof Mar>  wuooivMBxiotbmfn^ 

(AflII  mKpff  M  Doyfordlift.* 

was  caltod  by  QMtttestoo*s  blalock  9FCHM  and  sgom  ottier  BanM  dnl- 
P08t  and  Goorier  "among  dren’s  homes  —  nainttfpes  affimded  widi 

the  (teadhert  state  in  the  union  for  worn-  nM)re  than20Bqptiatstateeon^entiaos~- 
en*  in  tennsdf  domestic  violenoe.  offer  abused  %tenen  "a  safe  enviroomcDt, 

*ln  some  cases,*  creating  a  safe  envi-  oouna" 
ronnaent  "xnay  oten  law  enforoement  is  in^to 
involved,*  Blalock,  paste  of  Ch^  widia 
in  Charieston  and  president  of  the  South  allati 
Carolhia  Baptist  Cooventioii,  tiM  Baptist  lifii 
PressCBP).  seard 

learned  in  South  Carolina  do-  es  of  1 
mestic  viofence  oftentimes  leads  to  very  Nasln 
serious  caaes,  even  peopfe  bete  kiDed.  So  widi  i 
ypm  never  want  to  put  youisdnn  a  sfeua-  thus, 
tion  where  yw  UDoerNtinuite  die  gravity  sional 
ofdomestic  violence,*  he  said.  assist 


skiDsto 


Photo  by  Lolostock/ShutterstociLCom 

tfaer  from  their  paste  or  a  Christian  pro-  among  Southern  Baptists, 
vider  the  chuidi  recommends,  said  Rose,  *ln  i  Corinthians  r*i5.*  Branch  said, 
who  chaired  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  "Paul  sgys  that  ifanoorbaiever  chooses  to. 
tionExeaRiveCominittee’s  Mental  Health  leave  a  behevmg  spouse,  the  bdiever  is  no 
Advisory  Coimcil  longer  bound  [to  me  marriage].  The  situ- 

The  goal  of  counseling  a  couple  deal*  ation  Paul  has  in  mind  seems  to  be  case 
ing  with  domestic  abuse  is  to  preserve  where  two  non-Christians  get  married, 
the  marriage.  Rose  said.  Yet  he  Ddieves  and  then  one  of  them  comes  to  feith  in 
in  severe  cases  tboe  is  "freedom  of  con-  Christ  after  they  are  married.  If  the  non- 
adenoe  to  nant  divorce  and  remarriage*  believer  decides  he  or  she  doesn't  want  to 
for  "someming  as  fer  out  and  agamst  be  married  to  a  Christian,  many  Baptists 
Christian  trum  and  the  covenant  of  mar-  undeistandPaultobegMnganaDowanoe 
riage  as  abuse.”  for  divorce. 

“For  some,  phvsica]  abuse  is  consid- 
y  ered  a  kind  oT'anandonment’  and  thus 

10  OlYOIvO.  or  ■•Oil  an  allowanoe  tor  divorce  in  cases  of 

like  iU)6e,fikk)ck  said  he  beli^di-  physical  abuse.* 
voice  is  some  caee^ebite  Other  ftwefeiiw  BspsfetSi,  tryshssid. 

rtirwMtb  some  godly  pteon  dfesgree.  He  *do  not  see  any  allowance  tor  mvorce  in 
called  pfaysfeaftfite  *a  serious  violation  'he  Bible.  For  peepie  with  such  a  moral 
nf  tfir  nuuray  rirTiiMit  *  steiot,  the  idee  of  a  peraianent  ssd^ 


eran.  said  hiB  state's  unvs  require  report- 
ins  domestic  abuse  any  time  it  invoKcs  a 
cmld  He  recommends  reporting  abuse  of 
a  spouse  any  time  children  are  present  in 
the  bouse. 


Church's  ctaraclor 

Tony  Ro^  a  31-yesr  veteran  of  the 
pastorate  with  a  master's 
degree  in  conflict  mana^  ^  ^ 

ment  in  additioD  to  ms  i 

theological  tiainin}),  noted  | 

"thq  pain  and  eflort  and  J 

energy  and  angstit  causes  a  J 

paste  who's  willing  to  Ste 
mto  the  mesws  of  peoples 
fives  and  walk  with  them.*  gosE 

He  Mid  die  cAxt  is 


Ohio  bill  clarifies  parental  rights  in  transgender  clashes 


CINCINNATI,  Ohio  (BP)  -  State 
legislators  in  Ohio  last  week  in¬ 
troduced  a  biD  that  would  pro¬ 
tect  parents  who  do  not  want 
thdr  children  to  undergo  treat¬ 
ment  for  grader  dysphoria. 

The  bin,  sponsored  by  Re¬ 
publican  state  Reps.  Tom 
Brinkman  and  Paul  Zdtwanner, 
affirms  the  fiindamentel  right 
of  parents  to  "withhold  oooKnt 
for  gender  dmhofia  treatment 
or  activities  CBat  are  detigped 
and  iti»i»ndiri  to  form  a  duld's 


conception  of  sex  and  sender." 

T^  measure  woula  also  re¬ 
quire  schools  to  inform  parei^ 
in  writing  if  their  chfld  exhibits 
symptoms  of  gender  dyspho¬ 
ria  or  demonstrates  a  deure  to 
identify  as  a  different  gender. 

Before  a  school  or  other 
govaiiment  agency  could  pro¬ 
vide  any  treatment  -r  inoud- 
ing  medlcM,  psychokstical,  or 
sodsl  therapy  —  the  bill  would 
require  tiiey  Inform  the  ddkTs 
parents  about  tile  posMhle  riaks 


of  such  treatment  and  receive 
written  consent. 

The  lecislatioD  responds  to 
a  case  eum  this  year  in  which 
an  Ohio  judge  permanently  re¬ 
moved  a  teenage  siii  from  her 
parents'  custo^  Decauae  they 
did  not  want  her  to  undergo 
sex-change  treatment 

CIndnnati-area  Juvenile 
Court  Judge  Sylvia  Hendon 
turned  the  17-yte-old  over  to 
bar  grandparenta,  who  sin^ 
portra  her  desire  to  Identify 


as  a  boy.  The  teen's  parents  in¬ 
stead  vranted  to  pursue  Chris¬ 
tian  counseling  to  help  identify 
the  underlying  causes  of  the 
gender  dysphoria. 

A  hosp^  gender  clinic  told 
the  judge  it  was  a  matter  of  life 
or  deam  for  the  girl  to  receive 
hormone  therapy  to  alter  her 
gender  identify. 

"It's  abaorately  horrifying 
that  the  state  would  remove  a 
chfld  from  parents’  custody  to 
put  the  child  on  untested  and 


dangerous  drugs,"  Aaron  Baer, 
prerident  of  dtiaens  for  Com¬ 
munity  Values  said  in  a  state¬ 
ment.  "Hamilton  CkMinty  Job 
and  Family  Services  crossed 
the  line  in  this  case.  HB  658  en¬ 
sures  this  can't  happen  to  other 
Ohio  femflies.* 

Critics  of  hormone  therapy 
for  chfldreo  argue  it  is  a  social 
and  medical  experiment  with 
tile  potential  to  cause  long-term 
harm  including  sterilization. 
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/  in  Ammca  that  i«<e  caD 
LMcmonal  D^y.  For  the  moat 
paitpeopJeaaoaaourlandwflloel- 
ehrate  the  with  fiuiily  and  friend 

and  fioud  and  fireworks  and  aO  of  the 
thii^  that  have  come  to  be  a  festival 
of  kxddng  off  the  summer  and  vacation 
time  —  M  it  is  Memorial  Day,  a  day 
when  we  remember  aD  of  thcioe  who 
have  fdven  their  service  and  so  many 
who  ukimatdy  gave  thek  fives 
to  have  freedom.  It  is  hard  for  us  to 
comprehend  afi  of  thej[)eople  who  made 
fi  possible  for  us  to  emoy  me  blessings 
that  we  eidov  in  Amova. 

If  s  a  somber  thought  that  gets  lost  in 
the  blessings  of  the  mesnoriaTfestivities. 
Would  you  pause  for  a  moment  and  just 
sjve  some  consideration  to  the  Un> 
Imowns?  Two  categories  of  Unknowns  I 
would  like  to  addTM  One  is  the  on' 
Imown  soldfefs  who  died  in  almost  every 
war  or  skirmish  we  have  fou^.  Very 
few  things  have  I  ever  sat  silently  and 
watched  and  eaperienoed  that  are  more 
movi^  than  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknowns 
at  Arlington  Cemeteiy  in  Washington 
D.C  It  is  guarded  day  and  night.  365 
days  a  year.  It  repreaents  all  of  the 
unknown  aoldiefs,  aaOofi,  Mariiifs,  and 
airmen  who  gave  their  fivm  and  when 
found  were  unklentifiahle  and  unknown. 

War  if  a  terrible  thing,  and  k  does 
terrible  things  to  feUen  warriors  to  the 
point  thsf  tl^  minr  not  be  able  to  be 
rfOT)gniascLidMtined,andfo 
remam  unknowiL  Some  yaan  ago.  I 
waa  preaching  in  one  of  our  Mhaiarippi 
townathathadalanDeaicaintheircein- 
eteiy  filled  with  aokners  who  had  been 
kiOed  in  war.  I  went  over  and  visited 
that  part  of  the  cemetery  and  walked 
from  grave  to  ime,  mancer  to  marker, 
that  was  onfe  identified  with  Unknown, 
Unknown,  Unknown.  1  left  diere  think- 
iiM  about  all  of  those  people  and  they 
wdgbed  heavy  on  my  heart.  I  didn't 
live  when  they  were  alive,  and  they  are 
onK  repiesemed  by  a  mtfker  that  says 
Unknown. 

Earjy  one  morning  I  walked  back  to 
the  cemetety  and  went  to  diat  whole  sec¬ 
tion  and  stood  tfaert  before  the  marker 
Unknownand  paused  k>ns  enough  to 
mecfiMbe  or  pray  or  try  to  Brink  moot 
who  thnt  nefeon  waa  and  remember 
because  marver  k  was  paid  the  ulti¬ 
mate  aaciifioe  for  al  thoae  who  pass  by 


to  see  the  markers.  One  by  one.  1  took  Memorial  Day  Tm  so  mindfiil  of  many  of 

the  tune,  not  sure  bow  long  k  was.  and  thoae  people  who  may  be  sitting  out  mere 

stood  thm  and  wondered  where  tb^  shoot  whra  I  don't  know  what  theyVe 

came  frocn.  who  they  bad  left  behind  been  feding  all  these  years.  1  may  not 

whentheywentto  war,  and  did  they  have  ever  met  them,  but  they  are  cany- 

knowJesQs.  ^thMk)ad.Th^mgy  be  someone 

One  by  one  without  rushing  past  any-  n  a  dear  frieiMloi  urine.  They  newer  tdk 
om*  I  stmid  there  and  fek  the  enormity  about  what  cootkiues  to  come  to  their 

oftne  toes  that  waereMesented  In  that  mind  and  heart  and  tfa^pooderkdafly. 

one  smaD  section  of  aecemetefy  of  TlMyaredtoUnimowns.  I  know  you  can’t 

peo^  who  bad  given  the  ukhnateaacri-  gotoeveqronsoflhsmonliepiosfelDey 
nee  ibr  my  freedm  and  vme  unknown,  and  «y  thank  mo  for  what  yoin  arm  or 
JhMtamerrtalcieteiseofbenrii^abont  rtaii^rdM  in  Hmdmom  nation.  If 

medoingtfaatieorindsiaeafthewBiilrt  yootoowdmn,tiytomdanignropri- 
of  concern  and  grief  and  appreciation^  ^am  way  to  bleas  than.  If  you  dost  kmiw 

thM  I  fekdmp^  hr  wafting  tete,  Mop-  th8m.tbnric  God  for  rim  Unknownt  that 
pin^  thinking,  and  moving  to  tha  neat  carry  a  burden  that  you  most  fihelydont 

one.  1  am  ccstaini)' aware  m  the  feet  that  cany.  So  often  snd  to  to  many  Mond 
becanse  I  didn't  ntow  diem  and  had  BO  diem,  the  whole  event  fedes  in  their 
idea  what  their  grcumstancfs  were  and  memory  and  they  become  Unknowns, 
knew  nod^  about  their  fenriW,  in  an  Severn  years  was  at  a  graveside 

ongoing  kino  of  consideration  1  thought  service  of  a  frienowho  had  dfed.  When 
about  afi  of  them,  the  Unknowns  who  we  arrived  at  the  cemetery  the  fiineral 

laid  down  th^lim  for  us.  director  came  to  nie,  aside  froia  the  rest 

The  second  thing  that  I  would  like  oftliepeople,anda8kiediflnwthecoo- 

for  you  to  think  about  is  the  Unknowns  pie  stsnding  about  a  hundred  yards  from 

who  remain.  When  someone  is  killed  in  where  we  were.  He  said  they  wanted  to 

actk)o,dieie  is  immense  grief  in  a  feniily,  know  if  I  would  talk  to  them  after  the 
aiaybeinacfaiiich,inacominunky,ina  graveside  service.  I  told  him  I  would  and 

state  becHiseQfdielQaa  that  we  aBfoel  ask^  who  th^  were.  He  said  he  didn’t 

—  but  thoae  who  were  the  doaest  to  dug  know  them.  I  said,  *1  can’t  tdl  from  here 

wactioceiethaooeswhogooiicaRying  tfl  know  diem  or  not.”  He  said.  *WeiI, 

dwburtewfaifedKreatofaswilkia  d^kaswyuandllgywauldi^ 

dm  or  weeks  amback  to  fife’s  daOy  talktoyau.^Iaal4  ^A9aoai&asIget 

grmd.  They  beooam  those  whafunmin  firrisheaheievni^krikiDthemr 

luive  and  vtoD^aomeof  the  Unknowns.  After  we  bad  the  graveside  service  and 

There  have  beBadmes  when  around  people  west  leavhml  left  to  waftLaoroas 


Remembering 
the  Unknowns 


dm  cemeteiy  and  thefeysgi  dria  piecious 
oldelcouiflewfaoIinQfoMdlMi^ieoog- 
niaedwbmIgottDthem.Ialsoie(x»- 
niaed  the  olaoe  where  we  were  stan&g 
is  wfaeie  decades  bcfoie  I  had  conducted 
the  funeral  and  burial  of  their  son  who 
had  been  killed  in  actkxL  The  reason 
diey  wanted  to  talk  wkh  me  is  because  it 
was  there  that  they  had  the  last  contact 
widi  the  remains  of  their  son.  There  he 
was  buried.  I  remembered  them  so  wA 
1  remembered  their  son’s  deadi  and 
hearing  about  him  being  killed  in  action. 

I  remember  the  frmeraL  I  remember  be¬ 
ing  there  with  them  at  that  place.  While 
I  remembered  aQ  that,  I  am  confident 
there  bad  never  been  a  day,  m^he  not 
an  hour,  that  diey  bad  not  thoifeht  about 
the  k)68  that  th^  eaperienc^  Ismxioee 
you  couM  mukim  mat  mlOkMis  ofmnes 
in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  a  dad  and 
mom,  sister  or  brother,  friend,  pastor, 
9(riiOQlinate,aiidoQandontheinemo- 
ries  cootinue  of  the  loss  exparienoed.  In 
some  ways*  tfaeyjust  become  a  part  of  the 
Unknowns  out  mere. 

Thnh  is  that  as  we  remember  Memo¬ 
rial  Day  and  remembar  the  Unknowns, 
both  those  who  have  been  loot  and  those 
who  loot  someone,  there  have  bean  bilge 
numbers  in  our  national  fenrily.  For 
inalanoe,  when  you  drink  fast  about  the 
fiat  war  whsn  we  ware  finding  for  our 
indepandence,  whfte  Juatouer  90 1 


I  aoldien  died  to  aaaUhe  ducu- 

jto 

end  all  wan  there  were  ow 400,000 
aokfiera  who  (Bed  frees  AaMOca  alone 
while  tokfien  from  other  conatiies 
raiaed  the  number  who  died  into  the 
muMpfeminiGus.WarisateiTiblething- 
Remembering  thoae  who  were  wQfing 
to  fight  for  08  is  a  worthy  dring  so  today, 
pause  and  thank  God  for  the  aoldiezB, 
aailbi%  Markiea.  andrsD  veteranl,  die 
pie  vriio  five  and  work  amo^  us. 
i  you  can,  in  ways  that  wiUK 
btfiil.  thank  them  for  their  service. 
syounuyootknowanyofdieUn- 
Knowna,  you  can  pause  at  least  to  think 
shorn  the  hundreds  of  thousands  who 
are  only  remembered  as  Unknown  but 
•re  knovm  to  God.  May  God  bless  you  in 
dm  dgy  off  on  Ifowfoy,  but  drink  about 
those  who  gave  k  al  for  us. 

Theauthorcmbe<xmtaci)Bdat(Mrec- 

rkms#fvikob.ory. 


thoaghtful.t 
While  youn 


an — ^ m 
nWfVi^W^^ 

Homecomings 

fo  Aiingluu  Churolv  Bogaa 
Chktoc  HomeooariQ&MayaT; 
Sunday  School,  lo  am.;  apedal 
fwafo.  10:30  am.;  wooirip^  U 
am.,  followed  by  noon  mol; 
CSelus  Itoak.  speaiter;  Doug 
Moik,music. 

fo  rraakin  County  ftaaosla 
don:  SlBilightcsuisds^Ptank- 
fin  County  High  School  footbail 
field,  Mqr  30  -  Jane  2, 7  pm. 
tri^ehr.  Malt  Budfos  Old  Jon¬ 
athan  Shsrtvin,  cnimde  Isadsm 
►  nriOMfolrip  Churali. 

May  27;  wofaliip[*?a!nr^ 


Staff  Changes 


SHELTON  CHURCH.  MOSELLE,  held  a  pastor  mstatlation  ser- 
vics  May  6  to  welcome  Ken  Tew  es  their  new  pastor.  Shown  are 
Kristin.  Elizabeth.  Joshua,  Corban.  and  Taw  with  Allan  Nix.  AMO 


In  other  Staff  Change  News; 

►  Union  County  Aaeodadon,  New  Albany,  is  hosting  s  retire¬ 
ment  reception  for  Charles  Rogers,  May  27, 2  -  4  p.m.,  at  the 
associational  office. 


noon  awkie,  ofinfog  reosfved 
for  the  boAcfing  foito  or  oem- 
eteqr,  Qurofl  Waftsr.  Nieakar. 


FD  LAKT  PU  RCZP  LAML  PU  XZIU  LAU 
HAKXJYUC  ZV  BZJ,  PAUC  PU  XZIU  BZJ, 
MCJ  RUUW  ART  HZGGMCJGUCLT. 
VKYTL  QZAC  VKIU:LPZ 

Clue:  B  *  G 

Havefim  with  crpptoprcqriip  and  exenite  your  Bibk 
knowMgt,  A  King  Jamas  Varskm  Bible  verse  has  been  en- 
(XMlad  by  letter  subetUaiiosL  The  same  letter  is  eubetituted 
througlwut  the  gHusk,  SobM  by  trial  and  error,  Answerto 
last  week*s  pussk:  1  Peter  2:sto 

•y  ChmAm  Nwx.  1232-2004.  C  2005 
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Chaplains  an  integral  cog  in  military’s  machinery 


FORT  BENNmO,  Om,  (BP)  - 
When  Chaplain  (CPT)  Rob¬ 
ert  Boyles  was  in  U.S.  Army 
Ranga  School  training  Ft. 
Bennin^  Ga.,  he  met  four 
strangers  he  wonid  eventu¬ 
ally  baptize.  However,  when 
the  weather  turned  15  ds^roes 
that  night,  Bojdes  was  simply 
another  Ranttr  in  training, 
stompins  his  leet  in  his  Army 
boots  to  Keep  warm. 

Boyles  and  the  others  were 
in  the  Mountain  phase  of  an 
arduous  61  days  in  training 
at  Fort  Bennii^s  Ranger  Bri¬ 
gade.  They'd  almdy  endured 
a  12-mile  road  march  cany- 
ing  as-pound  rucksacks  and 
weapons.  There  were  intense 
milimry  instruction,  chal¬ 
lenging  patrols,  and  a  ant¬ 
ing  physiea]  training  (hr)  test 
together. 

During  their  cold  circuit  in 
the  moumains,  Boyles  and  a 
few  of  the  other  men  talked. 


Unb^nownst  to  many  sol- 
dien),  Boyles  was  a  chaplain 
in  training  yijdin^  on  bis 
belly  in  Sie  mud,  just  like 
the  others,  under  a  fence  of 
barbed  win  and  running  to¬ 
ward  whirring  helicopters  in 
the  middle  of  the  ni^t. 

Boyles  would  be  tnere  at  the 
end,  earning  his  Raider  tab 
and  graduanng  with  the  dhe. 

Why?  Because  chaplaincy 
is  aU  about  being  present. 
^Chaplains  pay  tl^  dues,” 
says  Chaplam  (Mgjor)  Philip 
Knuner,  senior  chaplain  in  the 
Airborne  and  Rai^r  Train- 
ing  Brigades  at  Fort  Benning. 

nhe  doth  [^plains]  wear 
is  the  same  doth  our  feDow 
solders  wear.  It  is  earned  with 
blood,  svieat,  and  tears,  and 
paid  in  the  fim  of  hard  work 
ibf  the  purpose  of  ministering.* 

It's  vdiy  Cha^ain  (CFn 
Robert  Davis,  an  Airborne 
and  Ranger  Training  Brigade 


m 


FOUNDATICK 

FL.AHHBAC3SHS 

Highlli^  from  the  i*iMory  of  your  Mferiasippi 
Bapcisi  Foundation  shar in  the  format  of  their  orig^ 
publScation  in  ThcBapdst  7^rd. 

The  Mkming  writeup  was  published  on  May  7,  1971. 


“Edwins  £iuid“ 

Is  Set  Up  In  rojildation 

An '*Edwiiia  Robinson  Trust  FundT  has  bean  aat  op  wih  the 
Miiris^>piBaptiitFoundahoa,acce«fiagtoaaBOuncwantby 
Rev.  Gi^  E.  CoK,  executive  imBRiy  of  the  Foundriine 
The  em  se|  tads  Imalhninil  to  the 

Foundadkmbyl>.EfonmiBiillaaaa^wlieQnMny  1  isfcuring 
from  ^  pdrihoB  of  naemutve  secretary  of  tl|S  Wbnugi% 
Missioiiary  Union  of  Ae  lBisiiSip|ii  Baptist  Coovcntioii,  tfrer 
27  yean  of  service  in  that  poiitiott  and  a  total  of  37  years 
service  th  die  depfstmeai. 

of  n^iy  in  fee  new  trust  came  from  s  giB^ 

oriB,03M1.00  whicli  was  prnsewtfd  to  Dr.  Robfasonat  fee  raeoB 
sisih  WMU  ConventiofL  in  Jadhson.  This  gifr  came  fimm 
friends  all  acron  the  stats. 

Special  emphasis  is  given  to  the  Mississippi  WHU 
Edwtrva  Robinson  Offering  during  the  month  of  May. 

Two  of  the  featured  aUocations  for  the  2018  offering 
are  the  Macedonian  CaU  Foundation  and  assistance 
for  aged  ministers  and  widows.  The  Macedonian  CaU 
Foundation  helps  provide  international  missionaries 
with  vehicles  for  their  use  while  traveling  Stateside. 
Assistance  for  aged  ministers  and  widows  provides 
ungible  support  for  those  whose  lives  have  been  devoted 
first  to  Kingdom  service. 


»»  Visit  msbaptistfoundation.org,  call 
601-292-5210,  or  e-mail  foundation@mbcb.org 
to  learn  how  the  Mississippi  B€^}tist  Foundation 
can  serve  you,  your  famlfy,  and  your  church. 


cbaDlain,  continuously  jumps 
witB  young  airborne  trainees 
off  250-foot  towers  foraeiiv 
built  for  die  1939  New  York 
World's  Fair. 

"We  want  to  be  constandiy 
avaflable  to  our  conedtuems. 
which  meana  doing  what  they 
are  doing  in  order  to  earn  the 
respect  to  readi  diem,”  Davis 
says. 

Currendy,  ^  chaplains  and 
3B  religious  aSurs  specialists 
are  serving  the  reBmous  md 
pastoral  needs  of  thousands 
of  soldiers,  femilies,  and  au¬ 
thorized  civilian  personnd 
at  the  military  base.  Tim  are 
the  Fort  Benning  Unit  Minis¬ 
try  Team  under  the  watchful 
eye  of  Chaplain  (COL)  Robert 
Hart,  a  Southern  Bap^  who 
heads  the  Maneuver  Center  of 
Ezcelleoce  (MCoE)/Garriaon 
Chaplain,  Religious  Support 
OfStt. 

The  office  is  in  charw  of 
25  wediend  serrioca  and  ^ 
weekday  promams  in  15  m- 
cUities.  "in  me  Amy.  many 
soldiers  havu  spiritual  aape^ 
rienoes,”  Bcndes  says.  "Kaow* 
ing  a  chaplam  means  knowing 
soiiieone>riiey  can  talk  to.” 

In  sleeting  weather  dar¬ 
ing  Ranaet  training,  for  ck- 
ample,  Boyles'  presence  and 
proximity  to  his  troops  al- 
(owed  hun  to  reach  ihm  on 
another  level  and  even  pray 
vrtth  them  upon  request.  After 
graduating,  Boyles  remains  a 
chaplafo  at  the  Airborne 
Ranger  Training  Brigad* 

Boyles'  support 
from  the  MCob  m  its  role  of 
providing  safety,  support,  snd 
services  to  all  milit^  and  d- 
vifUn  organizations  as  vrell  as 
comprehensive  religious  sup 
port.  It  is  also  a  trusted  advi 
soiy  team  to  the  commander 
and  staff  on  matters  pertain 
to  religious  support,  mor¬ 
als,  pastond  care,  and  morale 
issues. 

Chaplsin  (COL)  Bob  Hart's 
philosophy  entails  three 
steps:  People  first,  profes¬ 
sional  care,  and  be  purpose- 
driven. 

m  “People  first*  is  about 
being  with  soldiers  when  they 
train,  deploy,  and  have  prob¬ 
lems  th^  need  someone  to 
hear.  Chaplains  putting  peo¬ 
ple  first  are  compassionate 
and  provide  kind  and  under¬ 
standing  leadership  to  those 
for  from  home. 


COMMIQ  ALOtiOBIDE  —  U.S.  Army  chaplains  not  only  conv 
plate  all  rigorous  Army  training  with  man  and  woman  in  unfform 
but  also  offer  spiritual  counaal  to  Army  mambars  by  putting 
paopla  first,  providing  professksM  cars,  and  focusing  on  tha  fruit 
that  comas  from  sharing  tha  Gdtpal.  (BP  phoSo  courtaay  of  NAM6) 


■  “Profeariopil  care*  is 
about  provIdfaiK  confidential' 
tty  to  those  fii  me  Army.  ITiis 
requires  integrity  and  respect 
from  the  chaplains. 

■  “Purpose-driven*  is 
about  focusing  on  the  Great 
Commission  and  about  being 
fruitfuL 

nrbere'a  a  lot  of  additional 
ngs  easy  to  get  wrapped  up 
like  status,  Kramer  says, 
tose  things  produce  fo- 
kot  fruit,  we  have  to  fo- 
chaplains  on  the  fruit 
on  producing^that  fruit  aa 
art  of  the  Great  Commission, 
a  chaBeoge,  bid  we  must 
a  greater  commitment  to 
tmy  matters  in  life  and 
live  out  that  commitinent.* 

Goins  on  a8  years  of  ser¬ 
vice,  Siuine  Chapman,  the 
194th  Brigade  Command  Ser¬ 
geant  Major  (CSM),  meets 
basic  trainees  at  the  starting 
lines  of  their  military  careers. 

*1  saw  the  vrorst  of  what 
humans  can  do  to  each  other,* 
Chapman  says  about  his  first 
^pfoyment  at  age  20  to  So- 
mmia.  *I  tell  the  basic  train¬ 
ees  that  riory  and  %var  do  not 
go  together.  We  are  patriots 
and  we  fight  for  our  country 
because  we  believe  in  it,  not 
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because  we  vrant  the  glo^. 

”If  that's  vfhat  thm^  figjit- 
ing  for,  they  won't  find  h  in  a 
war  zone.* 

During  the  course  of  eight 
deployments,  Ch^man  re¬ 
am^  many  find  (fod  on  de¬ 
ployment. 

**We  have  about  60,000  sol- 

is  to  produce  aspiriitf  profes- 
sionails  to  the  force  by  devel¬ 
oping  disciplined,  competent, 
professional,  well-trained  sol¬ 
diers  who  are  accountable  for 
their  actions. ' 

*It*s  hard  work  but  I  care 
because  I  love  the  troops  and 
1  know  our  chaplains  do  too.* 

The  chaplaincy  is  there  for 
soldiers  i^n  their  “inno¬ 
cent  view  of  the  world  is  lost,* 
Chapman  says. 

•We  must  rely  on  some¬ 
thing  greater  than  ourselves  to 
get  tnrough  it,*  says  Chaplain 
Jay  Burke,  currently  serving 
the  2-58th  infantry  regiment 
at  Fort  Benning.  *We  can’t 
lose  the  sacredness  of  life.  We 
are  here  to  remind  them  there 
is  a  reason  and  purpose. 

“Our  commitments  to  the 
soldiers  are  not  only  about 
honoring  the  nation  but  also 
a^ut  connecting  dots  of  mor¬ 
al  absolutes  not  determined 
by  man. 

“It's  tough  but,  as  chap¬ 
lains,  we  get  on  our  knees  and 
pray  and  then  live  with  the 
soldiers.  We  search  for  lead¬ 
ers  among  them  to  train  up. 
We  give  our  best  and  encour¬ 
age  personal  relationships 
with  Christ  beyond  theory 
and  tradition. 

*We  all  need  Jesus.  Chap¬ 
lains  are  here  to  remind  ev- 
eiyone  amidst  the  noise  of 
w&at  U  important.* 


The  Baitist  Rbcord  May  24,2018 
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WHEELER  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
JUNE  10  •  6:30PM 

For  rm.<tion; 

21  County  Ro.id  519  Corinth,  Ms  38834  (dc/^  287  -  <64 


^  lWrV^Hi*yVl^ 


FOR  SALE:  KMirVUL  BALOWM  AFFOMMlLe  tEACHSIOC  VACATION 
UPWQKT  PIANO  WITH  BENCIi  ExaM  COM008:  OULF  SHORES  A  ORANGE 
condMofi,  $1.700. 601.9641389.  BEACH.  AL  RhS  dM  ftom  CIvMlw 

CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE  M  COUJNB 

517-6$3niriiioitMQmiNkm.  S1ABe>  OLABSWORKS.  BIC..  nrvinD 

FABtMOPi  '-ctimMSh:  'oMrCH.  MS  4  AL Nnct  1982  SiIBoWtOTO 
FABWOPE.  AL.  IS  CWmiTLY  AC-  GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  HmNi 
CEPTBia  BBBUIIES  FOR  A  PART-TNIE  Smumif  and  lUdlcait  SuMlwnN  CNI 
WORBMP  LEADER  FOR  A  BLBOEO  1-800-S41-8t9SwvMw»^uraiftnnnn- 


NNiANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  CLEVE¬ 
LAND.  US.  IBUIFORSALE:  Foid,  2016 
iMOfi.  MmM  Itn  tmi  2.360  HiM. 
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EVANGELISM . 

jp' 

chakinan.  Soutfa»»citmi  Semi- 
naiv  Fimideal  Mse  PittefBoo 


in  DaQiB.*  Gfonee  tola  Bantist 
in  written  oom^ 

*We  dbo  set  Ibcth  sevenl 
recommendatloBi  that  idale 
to  Soutfaem  B^jdatt  on  mill- 
kvels.  We  bcdeve  these 
stzentjliien  and  enhance  our 
evangeiuBc  cfibrts  as  we  mcwe 
forward  to  feach  our  wodd  with 
the  Gospel  of  Jem  Christ,* 
Gaines  wrote. 

Ckeenway,  dean  of  Southern 

said 

the  meeting  was  chaiacterned 
bv  *constnictiwe  conversationB 
abodt  our  repoit  and  recom- 


our  top 


'SL'S'SSsfssssis  r£ 

use  our  cOmts  to  help  bring  US 
together  bf  lancwing  our  pas- 


and  the  work  of  the  Great  Cbm- 
misrinn  * 

The  task  foeoe  *has  worked 
hard  and  pra(yed  hard,*  Muntoo 
told  BP  m  %vritten  comments. 
*We  know  that  we  need  a  fresh 
wave  of  evanaeBstic  pasrioo,  hut 
we  aho  need  the  presence  and 
power  of  God.  We  wooT  get  it  aU 
ivht»  being  inq)eriect  members 
of  an  impenect  cooventioD  in  an 
imperlBctworldL 

^e  do  pttor  we  bring  en- 
oouiagement  to  the  to  re¬ 
focus  our  attention  and  eoetiy 
on  reachtog  the  lost  with  the 
GoneL* 

tna  task  force  Is  schedttied  to 
report  to  the  annual  morning  on 
the  atoonng  of  June  13. 

Qafaes  thanked  Sontfaem 
ButiriB  for  tbair  prapess  on 
behsjf  irfthe  tariL  toe  and  re- 
qneslBd  oontinned  prayer  "fat 
me  SK  IB  we  renew  our  com- 
mitmeottotaketoeGo^Nitoail 
people  every>vhere.* 


Games  touts  ethnic  diversity 
of  recent  SBC  appointments 


n  ■’ '  inaJi^pji  laa^H 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  Ahead  of  the 

annual  meeting _ 

of  tile  Southern 
Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  (SBO  in 
Dallas  in  a  fow 
werio,  SBC  Presi¬ 
dent  Steve  Gaines 
has  released  in- 
frinnation  on  the  AAima 
ethnic  dhreriity  of 
this  appointmentB  to  important 
convention  positions. 

The  Conimhtee  on  Commit¬ 
tees  and  the  Tellers  Committee 
each  indode  16%  non-Ai^ 
members.  The  Creden^ls 
Onmnittee  indudes  a  lower 
peroentaae  of  non-An^os  (four 
percent)  Decause  Gaines  tapped 
tor  the  other  tiifee  groups  most 
of  the  non-An^oa  who  were 
recommended  to  him  and  wfll- 
ing^seivB,  faeaBid. 

^oai  the  begtoag,  iDdud- 
ina  a  marimum  psrrantage  of 
crank  dk  eraity  on  tire  various 
ooaratittssi  WB  have  sppoiaied 
has  bastt  a  •imtow  piCt^  and 
goal  in  the  naateatioiiB  asade 
under  aqr  Wdrrridp  *  Gataee 


said  in  a  statement,  which  was 
rrieased  to  Baptist  Press. 

Of  the  Resohitions  Commit¬ 
tee’s  10  members,  four  are  Af¬ 
rican  American,  four  Anglo,  one 
is  Hispanic,  axid  one  is  Asian. 
Two  members  are  female.  The 
committee  is  tasked  by  SBC  By¬ 
law  20  with  preparing  and  suo- 
mitting  resdu&ins  presented 
to  the  convention  and  recom¬ 
mending  them  for  adoption. 

*1  am  grateful  for  me  etiinic 
diversity  we  have  on  tile  Resolu¬ 
tions  Committee,*  Gaines  arid. 
*It  is  predominantly  non-A^glo 
and  is  probably  one  of  the  moet 
ethnically  diverse  committees 
in  the  history  of  the  SBC* 

Of  the  (Committee  on  Com¬ 
mittees’  68  membcriL  u  are 
non-Am^.  Six  members  are 
female.  According  to  SBC  Bylaw 
15,  the  Onmmittef  on  Couunit- 
tees  Dominatm  to  the  conven- 
tioo  tile  Committee  on  Nomhia- 
tkms,  wUch  In  turn  nominarfa 
tile  meashm  of  boanls,  eera- 


*We  reorived  recomniendatiom 
from  acroes  the  conventioii, 
nominatioos  sent  to  us  by  state 
convestion  executives,  and  also 
those  sent  to  us  by  hey  church 
leaders  acrosB  the  SBC.  When 
we  compiled  sB  of  those  recom- 
mendatiotts,  we  received  ap¬ 
proximately  200  names,  25%  of 
which  were  non-Anglos. 

*We  had  68  openingi  to  frlL 
Many  that  we  asked  dedined 
because  they  did  not  plan  to  at¬ 
tend  the  convention  meeting. 
Many  others  who  plan  to  attend 
the  convention  meetingsimp^ 
<hd  not  want  to  serveTihat  re¬ 
sulted  in  reducinp  our  ociginri 
percentage  of  25%  non-An^ 
to  the  corrent  oeroentage  of 
16.2%  on  the  Committee  on 


■  nMMi*  Oshama> 

Baptist  pastor* 


■  ivJii, 


Truth  is  not  relative. 


Find  it  in  tin*  Oiu*  who  is  Iht*  w.n,  truth,  and  liu*. 
^  Simpiv  share  Itu*  lollowin^  pra\er  with  (hkI 

in  \ nur  ow n  w (irds; 

^  i.  lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  vou.  \  have  sinned.  1 

1  2.  I  want  lori;iveness  lor  mv  >ins 

■f  Ireedom  Horn  eternal  death.  <1  repent. 

^  M  1.  I  l>elie\e  h‘sus  died  and  rose  from  the 

Jf '  ^•'‘We  to  tori;ive  m\  sins  and  to  resloi 

mv  rtdalionship  w  itli  vou. 

^  ^  'I  lM‘lievt‘ in  jesus 

4.  Bv  laith,  I  invite  J«*sus  (  hrist  into  mv  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  l«»vini;  reiatifmship 
with  Him.  ;  I  tei  eive  (  Jirist  a>  mv  Sav  ior  and  I  ord  1 
Htil  .»v  ni.tn\  .IS  rvn'iwd  hitti  to  Hu  m  fu'  i,mw  t/Te  riiihl  hi  ht  t  nmr  (  hildn  n  ttf 
(itnl.  ('M  il  tf/  thitsc  wild  in  his  n,inu‘  Inhn  J  JJ 

1 1  vou  rn.iki'  ,1  dn  ision  tor  (  hrisf  fod.n  ( onto  t  .1  I<m  .H  Southern  Baptist  i  hurc  h 

lor  sjurilu.d  i;uidan(  e. 


J  *1 1  f\v  I  "vorv;  r  vm 


Sean  A.  IChirr,  Esmam  Director 


R|(fc  W<Hltooolo 
Mr.  ic  Mm  infe  WMkKioli 


APaiL 


A  ixirtion  of  Tw  viUiKje  Vi#^w  is  ailcKdtftci 


st  «.)t  Gifts  of  Hci'oi  <iod 
c|f«j'jps  .tt»d  indivitlii;i!s 


eac’i  fnr>«'ith  tf»  ii 
Meroorv  Manv 
elect  to  pay  •' 

SftMSl';  .*■ 
n>ed«'i'ii  T'l, 
SICJt  '»-*  l  U  j  t'  ‘ • 

s|)-.'t  rh‘>  >  ,%i 

1  I  !  tf  r  f- 


ig»  tr 


Mm  Kathy  AMnun 
Mr.  it  Ite.  Jhnaiy  JcMdn 
DoiiiUftmi 

Mr.ftMmJwaE.CkA 
MmLoaiMA%Dod 
Eiabcdi  Bondmid  Uny  Bood 
Uicy  Iteoe  S9C.  Nmr  Prapeet 

BC 

Mr.ftMmOelnT.Ooa 

Mr.ftMmDwiihtNotTk 

Mr.ftMmJ.A.Mwo.Jr. 

Ms.  Paula  Bond 
Raod^  E.  Baoot 
CMmryBC 
Mr.  Nom^  Baron 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Oak  Fadnick 
Buftad  Berry 
MkaLneyMBafl 
rv«  raconi  BraQOK 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Tarry  B.  ChaBopion 


Haimners  of  Hopft  Mktktippi  replaced  a  roof  on  Brown  Cottag#  at  Tha  Baptist 
Children's  VMIage  Ready  Acres  Campus  in  Water  VaMey  Easter  weekeiKl.  Hammers 
of  Hope  is  a  norvpiolll  Christian  ministry  that  heips  repair  homes  and  build  wheel¬ 
chair  ramps  for  those  in  rreed  whether  affected  by  natural  disaster  or  life  circum- 
staiKes  aN  while  sharing  the  lowe  of  Christ.  They  (k>  orte  proiect  a  rTx>nih  and  each 
is  achaduie  well  in  advanced  and  approved  by  their  board  of  directors.  They  ask  for 
donations  to  offset  the  materials  costs  for  each  proiect. 
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Mr.ftMmOknLAny 
JsDdlTharasaD 
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Mr.  InkaayTMtte 

Ift.ftMmQMfTyini 

Mr.ftMmBwftaik 


Me.  Lauri  J.  Phnee 
SHubBuroelle 
WhftnmdBC 
Mr.JoBonel 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Anny  Jeokiae 
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Me.  May  Eodftyn  HnkWae 
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Mr.  ft  Mm  CMh  W.  tafrow 


MdAd  Worims  SBC,  adeo  BC 
Me.  Belly  Phyo  anelnB 
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.Mm  Alee  Shernod 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Tomay  Bryeoo 
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Afttko  ft  Shnoo  Dodeoui 


Mr.  ft  Mm  Byron  Kyk 
HeAnt  Dwon  Thonne 
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M( JkylknnH 
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Nun  John  Vnpkim 
Mm  Annie  Ln  CkndiMdl 
Mr.JohnWdhv 
Rndi  ft  Cheer  SBC,  Jndpcr 
GroueBC 
MmBeaUiWdl 
Lucy  Koene  SBC,  New  Praepect 
BC 

MmVcnWniion 

Mr.lfidnelLPBp> 

Qkui  White 
Mr.ftMmDuleHiee 
Mm  On  YouDi^)kx)d 
Mm  JoeBobene 
EKZunifs 

Pkonh,  Joho,  BnubtSmi,  Rani, 
Alee  Ann.  Rulfaie,  Morpret 
Hcory.DBMi.So|)hie,Handi- 
lon,  leteB.  Wdt.  Laura.  Parke. 
ftWBlJonn 


Mr.ftMmHoydCDoiDtky) 

Aehcnft 

Mr.ftlfts.JlBnyJaAkiB 
Mr.BBPtywy 
Dukhk.  Qgftte  nM  Haydm 
Rfyny 

MeMMA.Hodpe 
Mr.  Kncy  Hodpe 


hft.ftMmOonrtHeoiy 


MmJdte(aM)CbQk 
Mr.ftMmOnn&Bamkr 
Mm  Joans  Onon 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Jcny  E.  BkuABdd. 
sr. 

MmWyonsCken 
Mr.ftMmI)iBvidE.Bowke 
VtDoeCUinta 
Tke  Robbs  fhmib 
KhnOswae 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Rank  Bobenon 
Mr.  Gemp  Deyfakon 
Mr.  ft  Mm  JkBmy  Jenkine 
Mr.  Edpu  Newton  Doneboe 
MB.DuarfnlblloBeymon 
Mr.ftMmPnuAa 
CroetkiniLA. 

Mr.  ft  Mm  John  M.  Bead.  A. 
DonnieftJoankDHdd 
Mr.  ft  Mm  John  L  HoBowey 


Mr.  ft  Mka.  Hnoten  L  DUBBte 
JMkJkByOamB 
Ift.  ft  Mm  Robert  Qmn 
Mm  JkbBBk  Rom  OteSiy 

Ift.  ft  Mm  Room  Domkft  A- 
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Mr.  Norman  Gougk 
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lft.ftlfts.iinQidaMnx 
MakHownd 
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Mr.ftlftiLTDmDo^ 
Cennrtb  Dsan  Doyk 
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Mki  May  Aasem  Bftundi 
lft0LlinliM.I>ndAi 

Mr.ftMmAnkCkbn 
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Mm  Lmdfe  Hearn 
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Gnobn  L  Hempha 
MBLCMnbsCftBDB 
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Mr.  ft  IftiL  JWh  R.  Jobnoon 
Mr.ftMmVmDLHmry 
Mr.ftIftowOHartHnsy 
MmHdbaHhae 
Mr.ftMmRwknMni 
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MtftMmAaftrOiftH 
OnpIMky 


Mr.  CSri  BdwHd  Howard 
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Mr.  K.V.  Jordon 
DcnkeftPSnlBobertB.A. 
Rnmel.  JuBe  ft  Owun  Roberti 
AbbyBobem 

Mr.  Jkonoy  Roy  *Jky  Joyra 
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MsMathalV 
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Mr.ftMmRkbHiWd 
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MmYodsMoABi 

Mr.ftlfts.JknayJkddni 

MB.KrthraNawM 


M'.ftlftnLaiyGteini 

SyMaMatk 

Iftn  Amft  Mommd  IMk 


Mk.ftMmAnAOAa 


Finding  Strength  •  2  Corinthians  12:7b-10;  13:2-6 


Many  Bible  show  up  in 

our  everyday  language;  *a  thorn  in 
the  flesh,”  indudM  in  today’s  Soip- 
ture  pasMi^  is  one  such.  VVe  use  the 
phrase  to  descrihe  everything  from  an 
obnoziottB  person  we  dnd  regu¬ 
larly  to  a  burdensome,  ongoing  sim- 
ation  or  physical  aflment  Uiatbrings 
misery  or  frustration. 

This  conduding  lesson  begins  with 
verses  that  have  nolstered  believers’ 
friith  over  the  centuries.  In  the  preced¬ 
ing  verses  of  chapter  Paul  relates  a 
story  about  *a  man  in  Christ*  who  had 
some  unimaginably  incredible  ”vi- 
sions  and  revdations  from  the  Lord.” 
He  was  ”caught  up  to  the  third  heav¬ 
en”  and  heard  *inezpre88ible  things, 
things  that  man  is  not  permitted  to 
tell”  (vss.  1-4  NIVl.  Most  belief  Paul 
was  referring  to  himself  here;  some 
Bible  translations  actually  use  the 
first-person  pronoun  in  verses. 

So,  Paul  continues,  .to  keep  him 
from  becoming  puffed-up  about  this 
experience,  “mere  was  given  me  a 
thorn  in  my  flesh”  (vs.  7).  Theologian 
La%vrence  O.  Richards  says  the  Greek 
phrase  for  *was  mven”  is  ‘a  word  used 
to  denote  spejw  favors  given  by  the 
Lord  to  his  saints  (Ga.  3:21:  Eph.  3:8; 
i  Tim.  Yes,  while  the  apc^e 

had  been  given  im  extraordinary  heav¬ 
enly  experience,  it  was  accompanied 
by  a  less-desirable  ”gift”  to  keep  him 
humble. 

No  one  knows  what  this  *tbom”  was. 


but  it  must  have  been  severe;  Paul  de¬ 
scribed  it  as  a  ^torment.”  Tbitt  times, 
he  ”pleaded  with  the  Lord  to  take  it 
away.”  The  Lord,  although  dediniig, 
undergilded  His  servant  wiA  these 
words:  ”My  grace  is  sufficient  for 
you,  for  my  power  is  made  perfect  in 
weakness”  (vs.  9).  This  response  from 
his  Lord  totally  changed  Paul’s  out¬ 
look.  He  comnutted  to  ”boa8t*  about 
and  ”take  delight”  in  weaknesses  and 
hardships  he  encountered,  being  as¬ 
sured  that  - .  - 

in  them. 
he  would 
be  adorned 
with 
Christ's 
power.  He’d 
experience 
the  glorious 
Christian 
oxymoron: 

”wnen  I  am 

vreak,  then  I  am  strong*  (vss.  9-10). 
Christians  today  have  this  same  op¬ 
portunity.  Through  studying  GodTs 
%vord,  learning  Hu  promises  to  His 
children,  and  embracing  them  by 
frith,  our  perspective  can  be  glorious¬ 
ly  altered,  just  as  Paul’s  was! 

The  second  section  of  this  week’s  fo¬ 
cal  passage  switches  gears.  If  you  read 
several  ot  the  preceding  chapters  of 
this  ejpisde,  you’ll  see  many  referenc¬ 
es  of  Paul  admonishing  his  Corinthian 
readers  for  listening  to  false  teachers. 


These  had  infiltrated  the  church  and 
sought  to  undermine  Paul’s  apostle- 
ship,  and  the  authority  it  accontrahim 
to  provide  ovarrigfat  sind  wat^-care  of 
the  congregation  he  had  helped  birth. 
In  chapter  12:11-18,  Paul  reminds  the 
Corinmians  that  the  authority  of  his 
apostleship  was  confirmed  again  and 
again.  His  wounded  heart  ached  as  he 
reminded  them  how  lovingly  and  free¬ 
ly  he  had  labored  among  them,  and 
he  longed  for  them  to  respond  in  like 
manner,  for 
the  gospel’s 
sake. 

Paul  had 
a  tender 
heart,  but 
he  could  be 
firm  when 
necessary. 
Preparing 
the  con¬ 
gregation 

for  what  to  expect  when  ne  arrived, 
in  2  Corinthians  13:2,  he  declared  he 
would  ”not  spare  those  who  sinned 
earlier  or  ukv  of  the  others”  (We  also 
see  his  simimr  boldnera  in  Galatians 
2:11-21,  where  he  calls  Peter  on  the 
oupet  in  Antioch  for  *not  acting  in 
line  with  the  truth  of  the  gospel.*) 

Yes,  the  Paul  who  fint  came  to 
them  ”in  weakness  vdth  great  fear  and 
tremblii^  (1  Cor.  2:3)  wrould  pres¬ 
ent  a  different  demeanor  this  trip;  if 
necessary,  he  would  engage  in  some 


ExpTore 

with  Ann  Mi 


church  discipline!  From  a  fleshly 
standpoint,  be  may  have  been  wmdc, 
but  firmly  aasufed  the  Corinthians  he 
was  strong  in  God’s  power  (vs.  4). 

In  verse  5,  Paul  calls  on  mese  mem¬ 
bers  to  ”examine”  and  ”test”  ffiem- 
selves  spiritually.  He  %vanted  them  to 
know  that  Christ  Jesus  was  in  them. 
Perhaps  some  would  *fail  the  test”,  he 
cautioned. 

He  then  softens  his  tone  somewhat, 
praying  for  their  repentance.  Paul  #e- 
sirM  me  truth  to  win  out  (vss.  .7-8), 
so  that  he  *would  not  have  to  be  harsh 
in  [the]  use  of  authority”  given  by  the 
Lon!  for  their  benefit  (vs.  10).  This 
gentler  manner  continues,  concluding 
bis  letter  with  words  of  lo^  and  affir¬ 
mation. 

In  a  well-rounded  exercise  regi¬ 
men,  resistance  (rirength)  trainii^ 
is  vital.  When  one  s  muscles  are  su^ 
fidently  taxed,  the  fibers  are  broken 
down  a  bit.  Qukkly-repaired  by  the 
body,  they  regenerate,  stronger  than 
before.  While  painful  and  malleng- 
ing.  spiritual  discipline,  like  strengUi 
training,  is  nevertheless  essential. 
Hebrews  12:4-11  explains  the  benefits 
of  this  taxing  experience:  ”God  disci¬ 
plines  us  for  our  good...[producing1  a 
harvest  of  righteousness  and  peac^or 
those  who  have  been  trained  by  it.” 

Maniscalco  is  a  member  of  Bm- 
manuel  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean 
Springs. 


Keep  Standing  •  Esther  8:1-8,  9:20-22 

possible  position  to  be  secure. 
There  is  a  pi 


Speaking  frt>m  experience  here:  if 
you  ve  ever  reached  a  wei^t  loss  goal 
and  improved  your  health,  you  know 
that  success  can  be  short-lived  if  the 
habits  that  got  you  to  that  goal  aren’t 
maintained.  You  fKe  a  new  normal ... 
you  simply  can’t  go  back.  One  victo¬ 
ry  doesn't  mean  you  can  sit  back  and 
coast  Ipjostke  will  continue  to  rise 
up  as  long  as  we  live  in  a  fallen  world, 
we  can  celebrate  what  Gad  has  done 
even  as  vre  continue  to  work  for  what 
is  ri^t 

Esther  8:i-s  -  Honor  comes  to 
those  who  live  with  an  upright 
character. 

Apparent^  Hainan  was  considered 
a  criminal,  oecause  the  king  had  re¬ 
vered  his  property.  Irony  -  again  the 
tables  were  tmnra  against  Haman, 
even  after  his  death.  In  even  more 
irony.  King  Ahasuerus  didn’t  keep  the 
property  for  himself  but  gave  it  to 
Esther,  of  all  people.  Then  Esther,  in 
turn,  puts  Mordew  in  charge  of  Ha¬ 
inan’s  estate. 

Significantly,  the  king  nve  Mor- 
decai  Hainan’s  signet  Now  Mor- 
decai  was  designated  prime  minister 
instead  of  Haman!  ffow,  there  was 
a  Jewish  queen  and  a  Jewish  prime 
minister  in  the  palace.  The  Jews  had 
gone  from  beiim  on  the  cam  of  extinc¬ 
tion  to  poteimany  being  m  the  b^st 


progression  here.  If  yon 
refer  back  to  the  earlier  chapters  of 
Esther,  you’ll  note  diat  Mord^i  and 
Esther  were  both  pretty  sneaky  and 
conniving.  Now,  they  have  botti  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  nanonality  as  Jews 
and  have  risen  to  piSces  of  hi^  honor. 
Both  Esther  and  Mo.'decai  hi^  shovm 
themselves 
to  be  of  high 
character, 
and  God 
has  shown 
them  honor 
and  fsvor. 

God  was  in 
control  of 
them  >  and 
us. 

Esther  8:3-8  -  Don’t  rest  until 
victory  is  complete. 

There  is  stfll  a  problem  in  the  pal¬ 
ace,  however.  Thm  was  an  edict  in 
plaw  to  exterminate  the  Jews,  and  it 
hadn’t  change.  Until  that  edict  had 
been  dealt  with,  the  victory  was  in¬ 
complete. 

So  Esther  went  to  the  king  snin, 
without  an  invitation.  She  begm  mm 
to  put  an  end  to  the  evil  planin  place 
bemuse  of  Haman.  Esther  had  a  heart- 
frit  concern  for  her  people,  and  couldn’t 
rest  until  the  matter  was  settled. 


Once  more,  IQng  Ahasuerus  extend¬ 
ed  the  gold  soeptor.  In  so  doing,  he 
showed  her  favor.  Esther’s  request  was 
simple:  she  needed  a  aecoim  decree 
written  that  overturned  the  first  de¬ 
cree.  Esther  simply  interceded  before 
the  king.  This  act  is  what  saved  the  Is¬ 
raelites  from  extermination.  She  didn’t 
ask  aqything  for  hersrif . 

The  king 
^couldn’t 
'actually  re¬ 
voke  the 
original 
edict,  but 
new  de¬ 
cree  he  is¬ 
sued  would 
fsvor  the 
Jews.  Since 
Mordecsi 

was  now  prime  minister,  it  was  his  job 
to  write  me  new  decree,  and  the  king 
gave  him  a  virtual  blank  check. 

Both  Esther  and  Mordecai  pressed 
on  toward  their  task  of  keeping  the 
Jews  safe.  There  is  modi  to  be  saSl  for 
persistence. 

Esther  Qtao-nn  -  Reletee  in 
wImtOodMes. 

Mordecsi  instituted  what  would  be 
known  as  the  Feast  of  Furim.  This  par¬ 
ticular  feas*^  wasn’t  part  of  the  ori^nal 
Moasklsw.  Inat<wd,hwwifittmmmfMVH 


by  Mordecai  and  Esther.  This  two-day 
feast  was  instituted  as  a  remembrarce 

a  host^of^^unstances  top!role?*£ 
Jews  from  annihilation. 

These  two  verses  detail  what  the  feast 
was  to  look  like  -  feasting,  refoidiig, 
and  sending  gifts  to  one  another  and  to 
the  poor.  According  to  Warren  Wiers- 
be’s  *Be”  series  on  the  Old  Testament, 
*the  Jews  begin  their  celebration  with  a 
fast  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  ffie  month, 
commemorating  the  date  00  whkbgla- 
man’s  evil  decree  vras  issued.  They  go  to 
the  synagogue  and  hear  the  book  of  Es¬ 
ther  pubuc^  read;  and  whenever  the 
name  of  Haman  is  mentioned,  they  cry 
out,  ‘May  he  be  accursed!'  or  ”Ma  hfe 
name  perish!”  Children  bring  a  special 
Purim  rattle  called  a  ‘gregar’  and  use  it 
to  make  noise  every  time  they  hear  Ha- 
man’s  name  read.” 

The  rqfoicing  which  be^  centu¬ 
ries  ago  continues  today.  Whils^^l- 
rim  ijm*!  a  Christian  ob^rvance,  we 
can  celebrate  along  with  them.  Pnrim 
is  a  tradition  the  Jews  hold,  and  it’s  a 
tradition  based  on  a  miraculous  deliv- 
erance.  F6r  us  as  Christians,  we  need 
to  be  mindful  of  aU  God  has  done  for 
us,  and  rqfoice  in  like  manner.  Hellas 
been  so  good  to  us! 

Martin  is  Associate  Editor  of  The 
Baptist  Record. 
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SHILOH  CHURCH,  VAIDEN,  racognizad  its  mothars  on 
MothaTsDay. 

FIRST  CHURCH,  MYRICK,  honorad  its  mothars  on  Mothar's  Day. 
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Th9  WMU  of  GRACE  CHURCH,  VICKSBURQ,  hmd  an  outing 
lo  Barry's  Fish  Housa. 


C»rrERPOIIiT  church,  RROOKHAVEN,  took  a  group  lo  Worship 
prasantad  by  Chris  Ibrnin  Apr.  28  in  Jackson. 
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